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FROM THE DESK OF
THE FOUNDER ÄCÄRYA

A SINCERE
DEVOTEE

How to become Sincere?

Anyone who hears Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam attentively
from its bona fide reciter is sure to become a sincere
devotee of the Lord. SB 2.1.10 P

What does a Sincere Devotee do?
1] CHANTING: Such a devotee, after his initiation by the
Lord or His bona fide representative, takes very seriously
chanting of the glories of the Lord.
2] WORSHIP: It is the duty of every sincere devotee to
accept the arcā-vigraha at home or in the temple and
worship the form of the Lord as advised in authorized
scriptures and directed by the spiritual master. SB 4.30.28 P
3] OUTREACH: One also travels all over the world so that
others may also hear the glories of the Lord.

What is their Disposition?

DESIRE: Such devotees have no desire for material gain.
Conducted by one single desire: to go back to Godhead.
NO ENVY: Because they have the highest aim of life,
going back to Godhead, they are never envious of anyone,
nor are they proud of being eligible to go back to Godhead.
IN ESSENCE:
Their only business is to chant and remember the holy
name, fame and pastimes of the Lord and, according to
personal capacity, to distribute the message for others'
welfare without motive of material gain. SB 1.6.26 P

Lord’s Reciprocation with a
Sincere Devotee:
IN
THIS
WORLD:
A
sincere
devotee who engages in the service of
Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu by
preaching His cult all over the world will
never be affected by viṣaya-taraṅga,
material influences. SB 5.1.19 P
BEYOND THIS WORLD: The Lord is
reciprocally respondent to His devotees.
When He sees that a devotee is completely
sincere in getting admittance to the
transcendental service of the Lord and has
thus become eager to hear about Him, the
Lord acts from within the devotee in
such a way that the devotee may easily
go back to Him. SB 1.2.17 P

What if reciprocation is not
coming?

The sincere devotee should go on with
sincere service of the Lord. The Lord
will give proper direction as to how and
where it has to be done. SB 1.6.22 P

The names of the Lord like Räma and Kåñëa are nondifferent from the person Räma and Kåñëa. Thus by chanting
the Hare Kåñëa mantra one constantly associates with Räma and Kåñëa. SB 8.3.8 P
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The Reunion of

SÉTÄ & RÄMA

By Gauranga Darshan Das
A profound lesson from Rämäyaëa that inspires us to revive our eternal relationship with God.
God loves us. It’s true! And we can access it and
experience it, if we approach Him in the right spirit.
Just as we can watch a desired video by clicking the
right link, we can experience the Lord’s love by
approaching Him in the right way. In the tradition of
bhakti, this right approach is through selfless love.

Several episodes of our scriptures including
Rämäyaëa and Çrémad Bhägavatam show us
how much God loves us, and how eager He is
to bring us to His loving company, as
explained by the Vaiñëava Äcäryas.

By love we access love. When we love God, we
experience His love for us. In fact, God loves us even if
we don’t love Him! But if we start loving Him, even in
the beginning stages of our love, we can appreciate how
much He loves us. The more we recognize His love for
us, and the more we appreciate that love, the more we
are inspired to love Him unconditionally. When our
love for Him is fully blossomed, we experience the
supreme unparalleled bliss of spiritual love in our
pristine relationship with God.

Rävaëa, the king of the demons, had a
benediction that he couldn’t be killed by
anyone but only by a human being. So, the
Supreme Lord Rämacandra descended on
this earth in the form of a human being.
However, the purpose of His avatära was not
just to kill the demons but also to teach and
train the human beings by His example
(martyävatäras tv iha martya-çikñaëaà, rakñovadhäyaiva na kevalaà vibhoù, SB 5.19.5).

Teaching by Example

The Lord, however, is not subject to anyone's command, but if He is satisfied by one's pure devotional activities, He reveals
Himself. SB 4.3.23 P
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All the associates of Lord
Räma, including His wife
Sétädevé,
His
brother
Lakñmaëa,
His
devotee
Hanumän, His friend Sugréva
and others, teach the message
of dharma to the entire
humanity.
When Rävaëa kidnapped
Mother Sétä disguising as a
brähmaëa, Lord Räma wept
incessantly.
He
is
the
Supreme Lord, the abode of
all spiritual bliss. Yet He
lamented in separation from
his consort Sétä devé, and had
to undergo many difficulties
to reclaim her. By this Lord
Räma set a living example for
everyone that household life
in this material world is filled
with many tribulations, and
therefore one shouldn’t be
unduly
attached
to
materialistic family life. At
the same time, in His
endeavor to reclaim His
chaste wife from the captivity
of cruel Rävaëa, Räma also
gave another message for the
entire
humanity.
He
instructed all men who follow
dharma, that a faithful
husband must love and
protect his wife in all
circumstances. (SB 5.19.5)
Thus Lord Räma’s life teaches
great lessons to all of us at
multiple levels. Out of His
love for the people living in
this world, He taught us by
His example as an ideal
husband, ideal son, ideal
brother, ideal king and an
ideal human being. By
following His teachings and
footsteps, we can live sensibly
performing our duties in this
world, and reach the Lord’s
eternal world.

A Well-known Episode
To fulfill the promise of His father Daçaratha, Lord Ramä left His
kingdom and went to the forest along with Sétädevé and Lakñmëa.
During Räma’s exile, Rävaëa had sent a demon named Märéca in the
form of a golden deer to allure Sétadevé. When the illusory deer
appeared before Séta and wandered playfully, Captivated by its lovely
movements, Sétädevé got enchanted and requested Lord Räma to
bring the deer to her as a gift.
Lord Räma couldn’t deny Sétä’s appeal, and went out to capture the
illusory deer, keeping Sétä in Lakñmaëa’s protection. After chasing it
for a while, Räma shot an arrow that hit the deer (Märéca) who
shouted for help from Lakñmaëa in Räma’s voice. Hearing that
sound, anxious Séta sent Lakñmaëa to help Räma, ignoring his wellintended advice not to worry about powerful Räma. In the absence of
both Räma and Lakñmaëa Rävaëa kidnapped Séta and held her
captive in Lanka. Sétädevé suffered immensely in the Kingdom of
Lanka, and her heart was intensely longing to rejoin Räma.

Unless one is a preacher, there is no need to travel all over the world. A person can stay in one place and
execute devotional service suitably according to time and circumstance. SB 5.5.32 P
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A Profound Message
Mother Séta who was attracted to the
illusory deer in this pastime, represents
the living beings who has a tendency to
get attracted by the illusory objects for
material enjoyment. This attraction
keeps one in the material world, which
is represented by Lanka. Just as Séta
suffered in Lankä in the company of
demons, the living beings that get
deviated from spiritual life suffer due to
materialistic associations.
Just as Lord Räma lamented in separation
from Séta, He feels pain when someone gets
distracted from spiritual life due to the
material allurements (mäyä). Lord Räma
knows that the living beings are best
situated in His devotional service and
loving protection. The all-merciful Lord,
being the supreme well-wisher of all the
living beings (suhådaà sarva bhütänäm), tries
to bring a deviated person back to spiritual
life.

In search of Séta, Lord Räma happened to make friendship
with the Vänaras (monkeys) headed by Sugréva and
Hanumän. Räma had sent Hanumän along with so many
monkeys to find Sétädevé. Hanumän jumped across the
ocean, reached Lankä and found Sétädevé in a garden under
an Açokä tree. To win her trust and attract her attention,
Hanumän first chanted the holy name of “Räma” and sang
about His wonderful pastimes. This made Séta turn to
Hanumän, who pacified her by giving all information
about Räma, and how He was earnestly waiting to see her
soon. Sétadevé also expressed her heart’s longing for
reunion with Räma.
Hanumän carried the message of Sétädevé to Lord Räma,
who then came to Lanka with His army of monkeys, killed
Rävaëa and reclaimed her. Great Çré Vaiñëava saints explain
the profound and esoteric meaning of this story as follows.

Further, when the living beings also
sincerely desires to connect with the Lord
and gets rid of all material associations, the
Lord even more enthusiastically tries to
help them. Knowing Mother Sétä’s heart to
rejoin Him, Räma had sent Hanumän to her
first. Similarly, the Lord sends His
representative, the guru or the spiritual
master, to re-establish the connection
between the living entity and the Lord. The
guru illuminates the consciousness of the
living beings by giving information about
the Lord, thereby pacifying the sufferings of
the living entities. Just as Hanumän chanted
the names and pastimes of Räma in front of
Séta, the guru instructs the living being by
giving the holy names of the Lord and
describing His qualities and pastimes.
Just as Räma personally came to Lanka to
rescue Séta, the Lord also personally saves
the living beings who are serious enough to
associate with Him. The Lord is willing to
undergo all efforts to reclaim us.
This the unparalleled love of the Lord for
all of us. This is the pristine loving
relationship we can establish with the Lord
through the path of bhakti, under the
guidance of a guru.

Every living being is related with the Supreme Lord by some sort of affectionate relation, either as servant
or as friend or as parent or as an object of conjugal love. SB 1.7.41 P
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Cause of Deviation
& Way of Reunion
‘Love of God’ is not just some sentimental
right-brain thinking or some imagination!
It’s the eternal truth. Even if a living entity
commits abominable activities and takes
birth again in forms like a worm or an
insect, the Lord willingly accompanies
him staying right within his heart as the
Supersoul. In the purest state of
consciousness, a living entity also loves
the Lord selflessly, but in the conditioned
state in the material world, that pure love
is covered by false ego (ahankara),
ignorance (avidyä), material desires (käma),
and material activities (karma). This results
in material miseries (kleça).
Although a conditioned soul may not have
pure love for the Lord, the Lord’s love for
the living entity remains available. When
the living beings show even little interest
to connect with the Lord, He helps them in
all possible ways to reach Him. In fact, the
Lord lovingly sends His representatives to
help them, and personally reaches out to
them to reclaim them to His loving
association. Several episodes of Çrémad
Bhägavatam also describes this principle.
When a five-year-old child named Dhruva
desired to worship Lord Viñëu, even with
some material motives, the Lord had sent
His devotee Närada Muni to help him.
When a sinful man named Ajämila called
out the name of ‘Näräyaëa’ indicating his
son, Lord Näräyaëa sent His servants, the
Viñëudütas to save him from going to hell.
When Gajendra, the king of elephants,
prayed in difficulty describing the
qualities of Lord Hari, Lord Hari at once
came to rescue Him form the crocodile.
This is the Lord’s love. Even if we show
little interest in the path on bhakti, He
reaches out to us enthusiastically to
shower His grace.
The aim of human life is in understanding
the Lord’s love for us and endeavoring to
establish our pristine relationship with
Him (premä pum-artho mahän).
Every living being is related with the Supreme Lord by some sort of affectionate relation, either as servant
or as friend or as parent or as an object of conjugal love. SB 1.7.41 P
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Every
living
being
is
controlled by the laws of
nature at every minute, just
as a citizen is controlled by
the influence of the state. SB
1.12.12 P

Just as the power of electricity is
distributed everywhere within space,
Similarly, the Lord's omnipresence is
perceived and manifested by His
unalloyed devotees like Vidura, just
as electricity is manifested in an
electric bulb. SB 1.13.10

A forgetful, conditioned
soul is fearful. But a
liberated soul is never
fearful, just as a small child
completely dependent on
the mercy of his father is
never fearful of anyone.
SB 1.14.38 P

ANALOGY ARENA

A perfect kñatriya king is
always jubilant as soon as he
gets a chance to fight, just as
a sportsman is eager when
there is a chance for a
sporting match. SB 1.16.10 P

The demigods are pleased
when such sacrifices are
performed, just as prison
officers are satisfied when
the prisoners are turned into
law-abiding citizens. SB
1.16.20 P

Just as the atheist cannot
remain in the presence of the
Personality of Godhead, so
also the invulnerable sins of a
man
are
immediately
vanquished in the presence of
a pure devotee. SB 1.19.34

Memorize Slokas - https://gaurangadarshandas.com/media/sloka-recitations/
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Who is Lord Rama?

Lord RAMA
in
Bhagavatam

The Viñëu-dharmottara describes that Lord Rämacandra and
His brothers—Lakñmaëa, Bharata and Çatrughna—are
incarnations of Väsudeva, Saìkarñaëa, Pradyumna and
Aniruddha respectively. The Padma Puräëa, however, says that
Lord Rämacandra is an incarnation of Näräyaëa and that the
other three brothers are incarnations of Çeña, Cakra and Çaìkha.
SB 5.19.2
Although Kåñëa is the original Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Rämacandra is not different from Him. Rämacandra is
unaffected by the modes of material nature, and therefore He is
praçänta, never disturbed by those modes.

Glory of Hearing Rama Lila
puruño räma-caritaà
çravaëair upadhärayan
änåçaàsya-paro räjan
karma-bandhair vimucyate
O King Parékñit, anyone who aurally
receives the narrations concerning the
characteristics of Lord Rämacandra's
pastimes will ultimately be freed from
the disease of envy and thus be
liberated from the bondage of fruitive
activities.

Small Service à Success
Whether one is a demigod or a demon,
a man or a creature other than man,
such as a beast or bird, everyone should
worship
Lord
Rämacandra,
the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
appears on this earth just like a human
being. There is no need of great
austerities or penances to worship the
Lord, for He accepts even a small
service offered by His devotee. Thus
He is satisfied, and as soon as He is
satisfied, the devotee is successful.
Indeed, Lord Çré Rämacandra brought
all the devotees of Ayodhyä back home,
back to Godhead [Vaikuëöha]. SB
5.19.8

The Transcendence of Lord Rama
How could Rama give up the company of Laksmana and Sita?
Since the Lord is always spiritually qualified, He is attached to
servants who always render transcendental loving service unto
Him. Because Lord Rämacandra descended to teach human
society how dutiful a king should be, He apparently gave up the
company of mother Sétä and Lakñmaëa. Factually, however, He
could not have given them up. One should therefore learn about
the activities of Lord Rämacandra from a self-realized soul. SB
5.19.6

thematic study

Mercy and Grace of Lord Rama
SB 5.19.7
na janma nünaà mahato na saubhagaà
na väì na buddhir näkåtis toña-hetuù
tair yad visåñöän api no vanaukasaç
cakära sakhye bata lakñmaëägrajaù
One cannot establish a friendship with the Supreme Lord
Rämacandra on the basis of material qualities such as
one's birth in an aristocratic family, one's personal
beauty, one's eloquence, one's sharp intelligence or one's
superior race or nation. None of these qualifications is
actually a prerequisite for friendship with Lord Çré
Rämacandra. Otherwise how is it possible that although
we uncivilized inhabitants of the forest have not taken
noble births, although we have no physical beauty and
although we cannot speak like gentlemen, Lord
Rämacandra has nevertheless accepted us as friends?

To have a satisfied mind, one must give up his heart disease of lusty desires. This can be done only when one is
Kåñëa conscious. SB 9.19.13 P
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BHÄGAVATA
BHÄGAVATA
DARÇANA
DARÇANA

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu describes tolerance as one
of the foundational qualities for chanting the Holy
Names of the Lord. Srila Prabhupada says that the
greatness of a person has to be estimated on one’s
ability to tolerate provoking situations.

If one cannot Tolerate
Devotees, the Supreme
Personality will not
tolerate us!!
Even though one is very much
advanced
in
devotional
service, if he commits offenses
at the feet of a Vaiñëava, his
advancement is all spoiled. In
the çästras it is found that a
very great yogé, Durväsä Muni,
committed
a
vaiñëavaaparädha and thus for one full
year had to travel all over the
universe,
even
to
Vaikuëöhaloka,
to
defend
himself from the offense. At
last, even when he approached
the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in Vaikuëöha, he was
refused protection. SB 4.21.37
P

Jewels of Character
JEWEL TEN
TOLERANCE

Definition of TOLERANCE
Krishna’s Description
what
is
tolerance
Uddhava:

of
to

§ titikñä duùkha-sammarño Tolerance means patiently
enduring unhappiness
§ Such as that provoked by the
insults or negligence of others.
§ One must also sometimes
accept
material
inconvenience to carry out
the injunctions of scriptures,
and that unhappiness must
also be patiently endured. SB
11.19.36-39

Part-2
Till when should we tolerate?
Till the time we are in this material
world:

§ As long as one is situated in the
material world, there must be pleasure
and pain arising from the material body.
SB 5.5.10-13
§ BG 5.23 - präk çaréra-vimokñaëät – if
one tolerates the urges of lust and
anger till the end of life, then one is
happy.

Tolerance like:
EARTH:

Mode of Goodness is
BEST to Cultivate
Tolerance

When NOT
TOLERANT

to

be

A devotee may be tolerant
regarding his own interests,
but he should not be tolerant
when there is misbehavior
toward the Lord or the Lord's
devotee. SB 3.20.2

One who is in the mode of
goodness possesses such
qualities as tolerance and
equanimity, whereas those
conducted by the modes of
passion and ignorance are
prone to easily lose their
temper. SB 10.89.2

§ Although the earth is always trampled
upon by men and animals, it still gives
food to them by producing grains, fruits
and vegetables. Similarly, it is the duty
of the king to look after the comforts of
the citizens, even at the cost of his own
personal convenience. SB 4.16.7 P
PARENTS:
§ Parents are always tolerant to children
for all sorts of mischievous acts. SB
1.12.22
TREE:
• Lord Caitanya instructs us to be more
forbearing than a tree. A tree’s quality is
when it is cut, it doesn’t protest. Also,
when it is becoming dried up, even then
it doesn’t ask for water.

Enrich your Çrémad-Bhägavatam Experience - https://gaurangadarshandas.com/books/bhagavata-subodhini/
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Canto 10 Chapter 13, it is from the
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copyright
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imagesof
are
Once one
is fixedof
in The
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of the
Lord,Other
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copyright
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/
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transcendental service cannot be destroyed, and the pleasure and service simply
SB 1.1.1.
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